
 ! e Scoo
     Southwest  Michigan Seek and Search Club

! e Scoop News
1161 Hillview Dr.
Hastings, MI 49058

When:  ! e ! ird Tuesday of Each Month at 7 P.M.

Who:    Meetings are open to the public

Where:  Kalamazoo Rod & Gun Club
              7533 North Sprinkle Road, Kalamazoo, MI 49004

How:  From U.S. 131 come North to D Ave. take D Ave. East
           to North Sprinkle (road curves right and heads south),
           club is .25 miles on the right from int. of D. Ave. and 
           Sprinkle.                        
                                                  Or

           Take U.S. 131 South to D. Ave. exit, take D. Ave. 
           East to N. Sprinkle (directions from here same as 
           Northbound (above).

October 2026 - Edition

Parking



September 2026 - Finds of the Month
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FOM notes:

• All items must be found or acquired since the last mee� ng.      • Mul� ples must be found in the same hole.

• One entry per category per member.                                              • Must be a paid member to enter fi nd of the month.

• Write your name on the back of the entry slip.                             • Do not look at names on the back of fi nd of the month slips.

• Check with the President or Vice President if you 

    have any ques� ons.

Entries:
1. 1936 Walking Weather Prophet Badge 
    Promoting Lum and Abner Radio Show Rick S.
2. Oil Company Token – John M.
3. 2003 Allegan County Dog Tag – Rob K.

    WINNER...#1, Rick S.

Entries:
1. 1860 (Fatty) Indian Head Cent – Tom H.
2. Quarter with sticker – John M.
3. 1892 Indian Head Cent – Tim T.
4. 1891 Indian Head Cent – Rick S.
5. 1853 Seated Liberty Quarter – Dakota P.
6. 1854P Seated Liberty Half Dime – Brian T.

     WINNER...#6, Brian T.
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Entries:
1. Nice .925 ring with rutilated quartz stone – Fred J.
2. Earring.925 silver – John M.
3. Big Honkin’ 10k gold glass ring – Rick S.

    WINNER...#3, Rick S.

Entries:
1.  Brass Eagle Finial – Rick S.
2.  Old Lipstick holder, lipstick still inside – Tim T.
3.  Model #2 Daisy BB gun Trigger and gaurd
     “white whale gun” for collectors – Brian T.                 

     WINNER...#1, Rick S.
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SWMSS CLUB MEMBER

 BENEFITS     

     1.  Find of the Month Entries

     2.  Find of the Year Entry

     3.  Door Prizes

     4.  All Raffl  e’s & the Feature Raffl  e

     5.  Newsle� er, Mail and / or Email

     6.  Par� cipate in Seeded Hunts

     7.  * Vo� ng Rights

     8.  * Fish Bowl Prize (drawing every mee� ng)

     9.  Perfect A� endance (Jan. through Dec.) prize

     10.  To Sell or Trade at the “Buy, Sell & Trade Night”.

            Excep� on: *These items are not extended to 

             associate members.

  An “Associate” membership is extended to a paid member’s 

  spouse (must be legally married), their children and 

  grandchildren.  Anyone 18 years and older are considered an 

  adult and will need to purchase their own membership.

  A new member can enter their fi nds in the “Find of the 

  Month” a" er one full month’s membship.**

  A “new” member is someone that has never been a member 

  before.

  Renewal Memberships are due before the mee� ng starts to 

  par� cipate in the “Find of the Month”.

  Club Membership is $25 for the calendar year (January 

  Through December).

  Members, Please, “Sign in” at every club mee� ng. The 

“Sign In Book” is used to keep record of perfect a� endance 

  for the 

  year.  The sign in book is on the table with the name tags.

  Be sure to renew your membership before the mee� ng starts 

  to get in on the drawings and raffl  es.

  **Please note:

  To be guaranteed a photo in the slide show for “Find of the 

  Month”, there is a 6:45 cut off  � me.  

  Please be mindful of this as Anne and Bradley our 

  photographers most months have 60+ photos to take and 

  incorporate into the slide show for judging.  We need to 

  maintain this cutoff  if we are to fi nish in a � mely manner and 

  ensure everyone has a chance to compete. 

  *** If any club members would like to be added to the 

  SWMSS Club Facebook group, please contact Mike Walker or 

  Brian Tobias

*Raffle Tickets must be purchased before 

the beginning of the meeting.

**You don't have to be a member to purchase tickets

for the Silver Dollar or the 50/50 raffles.

- Silver Eagle!!!

- Discussion (details) on October Free Hunt

- October 24th, 1:00 PM, Kindleberger Park.

October Meeting

With the beginning of daylight savings � me (Sunday, Novem-

ber 1st) this year, the Miscellaneous category begins again.

•  This is a non-metal detec� ng category,       

    items can be metal but do not have to be      

    metal and can not be found with a                

    detector. Must be found/purchased/given to 

    you since last mee� ng.

•  This category is during the winter months

    only.

We will be discussing the possibility to open this category up 

to a year round category for FOM at our next mee� ng.  More 

to come!!!

- Cool old Coin (or Type Set)!!!

- Turkey give away (4 available)

- 100 Dollars!!!

- Turkey give away (4 available)

- Don’t forget to bring food if possible for an expanded

  Christmas snack break :)

- Christmas gi" !!!

November Meeting

December Meeting

Club Notes



Coinage, what was our first and what is a coin anyway? pt. 3
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Following the end of the Revolu� onary War in 1783, and prior to the establishment of the federal United 
States Mint in 1792, the newly independent na� on entered a chao� c monetary period known as the Confed-
era� on Era. Under the Ar� cles of Confedera� on, both individual states and private en� � es had the right to 
issue their own coinage. This environment resulted in some of the rarest, most historic, and highly sought-a� er 
"Pre-Federal" coins in American numisma� cs.

The King of Colonial & Confedera� on Rari� es:

 •  The 1787 Brasher Doubloon: Struck by New York City silversmith
     Ephraim Brasher, this is widely considered the "King of Colonials". 
                 It was the fi rst gold coin with a dis� nctly American design (featur-     
                 ing an eagle and a sun rising over a mountain) minted to a strict 
                 weight and purity standard. Only handful exist, and specimens 
                 have broken auc� on records, selling for millions of dollars.

Experimental Confedera� on Pa! erns:

 •  1783 Nova Constella� o Silver Pa# erns: Proposed by Robert Morris (the Confedera� on's Superinten-
     dent of Finance), these were the fi rst experimental decimal-based coins explicitly inscribed with      
     "US".  While Congress did not adopt the system, the copper versions struck subsequently in England   
     (dated 1783 and 1785) became highly successful circula� ng tokens.
 •  1785–1787 Immune / Immunis Columbia: These rare copper and silver experimental pieces features   
     a seated Liberty holding a fl ag and scales. They represent early a# empts to pitch a unifi ed na� onal   
     currency system before the U.S. Cons� tu� on completely centralized coin produc� on.

Rare Local and Private Token Issues:

 •  1783 John Chalmers Silver Tokens: Outraged by merchants 
     cu%  ng up Spanish silver coins into crude “bits” to make change,
     Annapolis silversmith John Chalmers minted his own threepence
     sixpence, and shilling silver tokens. Because they were privately
                 issued and heavily melted down later, high-grade
     examples are incredibly rare.

 •  1784–1789 Machin’s Mills Coppers: Opera� ng secretly near Newburgh, New York, this private, unof-
     fi cial mint struck millions of copper pieces. While they mostly produced lightweight counterfeit Brit-  
     ish halfpennies to fi ll small-change shortages, they also created incredibly rare George Washington  

  bust coppers (like the 1784 Washington Head V 14-84A, of which fewer than 30 are believed to exist).

State-Authorized Coinages (1785–1788):
Faced with a massive shortage of hard currency, several states stepped in to license private minters or build 
state-run facili� es. Rare varie� es among these include:

 •  Massachuse# s Cents & Half Cents (1787–1788): Highly respected for being among the few state is-  
                 sues offi  cially machine-struck to a professional standard. They feature a Na� ve American holding a 
      bow and an American eagle with a shield on its chest—visual mo� fs that later inspired federal U.S.   
     coinage.
 •  Connec� cut and New Jersey Coppers (1785–1788): While millions were struck, specifi c "die varia-  
     � ons" (such as the 1787 Draped Bust Le�  in Connec� cut or the Small Head, Outlined Shield in   
     New Jersey) are excep� onally rare and highly sought a� er by collectors.

1787 Brasher Doubloon

1783 - Chalmers

Six Pence Obv.

1783 - Chalmers

Six Pence Rev.

1787 - Immunis Columbia
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Finally, the coinage Act of 1792, was signed into law.   It did many things to standardize a hard currency 

system in the United States:

 • It established a na� onal mint located in Philadelphia. 

 • Congress chose decimal coinage in parts of 100, and set the                  

                 U.S. dollar to the already familiar Spanish milled dollar and its 

                 frac� onal parts (half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth). 

 • This resulted in coins of the following metals and denomina� ons:

- Copper: half cent and cent

- Silver: half dime, dime, quarter, half dollar, and dollar

- Gold: quarter eagle ($2.50), half eagle ($5), and eagle ($10)

Also with the Coinage act of 1792, the design elements of early United States coinage were strictly defi ned 

giving the visual and symbolic framework for the na� on’s fi rst offi  cial coinage.

Preference for Liberty: 

Early U.S. coinage featured allegorical fi gures of Liberty and eagles instead of presidents or living rulers (again, 

thank George Washington for this). Private min� ngs depic� ng Washington were made in limited quan� � es.

Obverse (Front) Elements:

 •  Every coin was required to show an allegorical fi gure or head of Liberty (o# en styled as a Greco-Ro  

     man goddess) rather than a monarch, emphasizing republican ideals over individual rule.

 • The Word “LIBERTY”: Mandated as a primary inscrip� on on the face of all coins.

 • Year of Coinage: The specifi c year the coin was minted.

 • Early Styliza� ons: The earliest issues featured the Flowing Hair design 

    (1794–1795 and hated by most) followed closely by the Draped Bust 

    design (1795–1807).

Reverse (Back) Elements:

 • The Bald Eagle: Gold and silver coins were required to feature a representa� on of a bald eagle. Early

    itera� ons featured a small, naturalis� c eagle or the Heraldic Eagle with spread wings, holding an olive   

    branch (represen� ng peace) in one talon and a bundle of arrows (represen� ng strength) in the other.

 • “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA”: Required inscrip� on on all gold and silver coin reverses.

 • Denomina� on (Copper Coins): Copper coins (such as the half cent and large cent) did not require an   

    eagle; instead, their reverses ini� ally featured a simple wri% en denomina� on or a laurel/olive wreath.

The fi rst coin struck was the 1792 Half Disme, about 1500 given to dignitaries etc., however the fi rst coin mint-

ed at the mint were 11,178 Flowing Hair Liberty cents, minted March 1st, 1793 for general circula� on - Brian T.
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1793 - Flowing Hair 
Copper Cent - First Coin for Circula! on

First Offi  cially Minted Coin

1792 Silver Half Disme

1783 - Private
Minted - Draped
Bust Washington


